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WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN

Beginning school can be an exciting but uncertain time for kindergarten children and parents.  We have put together some helpful information to ease children into kindergarten and start them on the way to a meaningful school year.

[image: image3.wmf]Arrival and Dismissal: Car riders and walkers need to arrive at school no earlier than 7:10 a.m. Children should be dropped off at the school’s main entrance.  Please plan for traffic back-ups on rainy days.  Children will be marked tardy if they arrive in the classroom after the bell rings at 7:45 a.m.  Please plan accordingly, if your child plans to eat breakfast in the cafeteria. Students must be in the classroom by 7:45 a.m. If your child is tardy, he/she must go to the office and get a late slip before going to the classroom. If you choose to walk your child into the building, please park in the designated parent parking lot, which is located at the far left hand side of the school. The front parking area is staff parking only. Upon dismissal at 2:45, your child's parapro will escort children to the bus line. The teacher will take car riders to the side loading area next to the gym for parent pick-up.  Car riders must be picked up promptly at 2:45 p.m.  Kindergarten students should be picked up in the left hand lane of traffic. Parents should remain in your car. Your child will be brought to you by your child’s teacher. If you need to buckle your child into his/her car seat, please pull forward and park on the right side of traffic. Children are not permitted to cross the parking lot by themselves; they must be escorted by an adult.

Preparation for the First Day of School: Please discuss with your child what will take place - such as riding the school bus, walking in line, lunch, nap time, etc.  If the child is aware of what will happen, he/she will be less fearful.  Be sure your child is rested, eats breakfast, and is looking forward to a great day!
If you are bringing your child to school, please say a quick good-bye and leave.  A few tears are sometimes shed, but as you know, most children will happily settle in when the parent makes a brief departure.

Calendar/Schedules: Parent newsletters are posted on the teacher’s website every Friday.  Please be sure to check the website for important information and reminders.  If you do not have access to a computer, a hard copy of the newsletter will be sent home in your child’s folder on Friday.  The newsletter is your “inside track” for kindergarten!  It will explain the week’s happenings and also contain information for the following week.
Your child's teacher will send home a schedule of P.E., computer, and art days so that your child will be prepared.  Some children get very frustrated when they forget something, so please go over it with your child.  Please do not send toys to school.
[image: image4.wmf]Guest Readers are welcome to visit our classroom.  Please let me know 24 hours in advance when you would like to come read a story to our students. Volunteers are also welcome in the classroom. A training class for volunteers and guest readers must be completed before visiting our classroom.  A background check is also required for volunteers.  Please notify the office if you are interested in volunteering or reading.  Younger children are not allowed in the classroom with volunteers or guest readers.
Parents are welcome to have lunch occasionally with their child.  Please sign in at the office and wear a visitor's badge.  For the safety of the children and our staff, anyone who has not signed in will be questioned.

Birthdays:  Birthdays are important days in kindergarten.  We do not celebrate with parties in the classroom, but you are welcome to send cupcakes or cookies for your child's birthday.  Please leave the treats in the office and the children will enjoy them during snack time. Families are not permitted to visit during snack time. Individual gifts or flowers should not be sent to school.  If your child is having a birthday party, please send the invitations in the mail to avoid hurt feelings. Birthday invitations will not be delivered at school.
[image: image5.wmf]Snack and Lunch: Each classroom has a snack time during the day.  Please send a nutritious snack for your child, or it can be purchased at school. Ice-cream may be purchased for $.50.  Please send enough individually packaged snacks or snack money for the week, if possible. I have enough space to store one week of snacks per student.  Please put snacks from home in a large zipper baggie, labeled with your child’s name.  Snack money should be sent in a sealed envelope, labeled “snack”, with your child’s name, and the amount enclosed. When sending snack money, please limit payment to two weeks of snack at a time.
The lunchroom prefers that children purchase their lunches by the week (on Monday) or by the month.  Whenever you send in money with your child, please put it in a sealed envelope with your child's name, the specific purpose for the money, your child’s lunch number, and the teacher's name. Any questions regarding lunch should be addressed to the lunchroom.  No record of lunch money is kept in the classroom.  Lunch and snack money must be sent in different envelopes.  We cannot make change in the classroom.  If the money is for different purposes, please put it in separate envelopes.

The lunchroom will also serve breakfast each morning.  If you do not want you child to eat breakfast, please send a written note to your child's teacher.  

[image: image6.wmf]Notes for the Teacher: Whenever your child is absent from school, it is essential that we receive a signed, dated excuse stating the exact reason for his/her absence.  Please send the excuse with your child when he/she returns to class. You may also email the teacher, but keep in mind that the
office requires a written excuse, signed by the parent or guardian.
If there is a change in the manner in which your child is to leave school, we must have a written note stating the change or notify the office; otherwise, they will be sent home in the usual manner.  Changes should be made in an emergency situation only. We cannot make changes based on a kindergartener’s instructions. All calls for dismissal changes should be made to the office before 1:00p.m. No changes will be made after 1:00 p.m.
Please keep the school informed of all changes regarding phone numbers, addresses, emergency information, medication the child may be taking, etc.  In case an emergency does arise, we will have all the necessary information.

Parent-Teacher Conferences may be requested by calling the office for an appointment or by sending a note or email to the teacher to set up a time. 

[image: image7.wmf]Please have an emergency plan for your child in case school is released early due to bad weather.  Discuss the plan with your child so that he/she is prepared.  Please do not call the school on these days unless it is an emergency.  We need to keep the phone lines open.  Stay tuned to Radio Station WYYZ for information regarding weather and school closures.  You should also receive an automated phone call in the event of early release.
Change of Clothing: Each child needs to send in one change of clothing in a plastic bag, labeled with his/her name on it.  These will need to be exchanged for winter clothing later on.  All clothing will be returned at the end of the year.

Attendance:  Every kindergarten day is important.  Please plan vacations, trips, doctor and dental appointments when they will not interfere with school.  A signed note must be sent to the office following any absence from school. Please try to keep absences to a minimum. Our class will earn a popsicle party once we have accumulated 14 perfect attendance days!
Daily Parent/Teacher Folder: Each child will have a folder that is sent home daily.  This folder will include a calendar, notes from the teacher, checked papers, as well as other items from the office or PTO.  Your child’s behavior will be reported to you on the calendar.  A colored check will be made on each day’s square.  An explanation of our ticket system is attached.  Please make sure to initial each day’s check.  This lets me know that you have checked the folder.  Please remove any papers that are sent home on the “Keep at home” side of the folder. Please return the folder every morning.
[image: image8.wmf]I can be reached via e-mail at christiebrooks@pickenscountyschools.org, or leave a message in the office at 706/253-1880.  I will do my best to return calls at the end of the day. I am looking forward to a terrific year in kindergarten!

Mrs. Christie            
